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ïhis invention relates fo mechanical pencils 
of the type comprising a lead feed mechanism 
housed in a barrel and operated from a ferrule 
fitted on the top end of the barrel, and more 
especially fo an attachment adaptlng such 
pencfls for use in dialing telephones. 
According fo the present invention an annular 
collar or the like is rotatably associated with 
the operating ferrule for engaging the apertures 
of a telephone dial, but without in any way 
hampering the normal use and operation of the 
pencil. In addition to the annular collar, the  
operating fezrule may also be fitted with a plug 
member disposed for directing the annular col- 
lar into engagement with the telephone dial 
apertm'es; or an eraser may be simfl,arly dis- 
posed in the operating ïerrule for the saine pur- 
pose. 
The present invention is described in detafl 
below in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a mechanical pencil 
incorporating the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section of the 
top end of the pencfl shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a simflar vertical section showing a 
modified arrangement incorporating an eraser; 
and, 
Fig. 4 is a view illustrating the use of a me- 
chanical pencil incorPorating the present in- 
vention for dialing a telephone. 
Referring now to the drawings, 2 indicates 
the body or barrel of a mechanical pencil, a lead 
feed mechanism (not shown) for the pencil being 
suitably arranged in this barrel 2 as disclosed, 
for example, in U. S. Patent No. 2,265,162, issued 
December 9, 1941, fo Paul S. Hauton, or in the 
copending application of Blanclard B. Smith, 
Serial No. 634,271, filed December 11, 1945, now 
Patent No. 2,511,301, granted June 13, 1950. 
At the top end of the barrel 2, an assembly 
cap 4 is fixed in covering relation by dimpling 
or the like, as indicated at 6, for positioning 
and retaining the lead ïeed mechanism in the 
barre1 2, and a connecting cap 8 is disposed 
ever the assembly cap 4. This connecting cap 
6 comprises a base portion ïormed for engage- 
ment wlth the extending end of the lead feed 
mechanism (shown at 10), and depending wing 
portions 12 and 14 disposed to overlie the as- 
sembly cap 4 adjacent its top end. Certain of 
these depending wing portions, as at 12, are 
formed inwardly to ride the assembly cap 4, and 
others are formed outwaxdly, as at 14, fo en- 
gage frictionally an operating ferrule 16 so that 
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the lead feed mechanism can be oPergted from 
this ferrule 10. The form and arrangement of 
a pencil construction of this type is fully dis- 
closed in the above identified prior patent and 
 copending application fo which reference ïs 
ruade for further details. 
As previously mentioned, the mechanical pen- 
cil just described is adapted according fo th 
present invention for use in dialing telephones, 
10 aïid for this pro'pose the operating ferrule I is 
fitted with a rotatable annular collar I. Suit- 
ably, the ferrule 16 may be formed With an 
nular groove 2 adjacent its top end to receive 
the annular collar 18 as fllustrated in Figs. 2 aid 
15 3 of the drawing, the inner face of the annular 
coliar I  being formed with a boss er the like as 
indicated at 22 adapted fo seat in the annular 
groove 20 so that the collar 18 is retained later- 
ally but is free for rotation on the ferrule I. 
20 As shown in the drawings, the annular colia2 
I is fitted on the operatLg ferrule 16  adjacent 
the top end thereof so as fo leave a substantil 
portion of the ferrule |0 entirely unchanged 
for manipulation in the usual manner, as al- 
25 ready mentioned a.bove; and if should be n0td 
further that the annular groove 20 is formed 
in the ferrule I in a width proportioned o 
receive a boss 22 of the annular collar 18 hav- 
ing a width that extends for a major portion 
3o of the width of c011ar I$, so that the collar 
may be mounted rather loosely on the ferrulé 
16 for free rotation whi]e at the saine rime aoid- 
ing any tendency of the c011ar I t0 cocl and 
bind on the ferrule 16. 
35 The body of the annular collar I otherwise 
extends beyond the groove 20 ai both sides and 
projects beyond the top edge of the operating 
ferrule 16, and this projecting portion of the 
collar I is rounded as at 24 for entering and 
40 engaging an apertm'e in a telephone dial as will 
be described fm'ther presently. 
The operating ferrule 16 may also be fitted 
internally, according to the embodiment shown 
in Fig. 2, with a plug member 26 projecting 
45 from the top end of the ferrule 16 for directing 
the annular collar I into engagement with the 
telephone dial apertures. For this purpose, the 
projecting portion of the plug member 26 is 
preferably tapered as shown in Fig. 2, and formed 
50 with a shoulder 2 partially overlying the upper 
end face of the collar I but spaced therefrom 
slightly so as hot to bind the collar I against 
free rotation on the ferrule 16. 
The above described arrangement may be 
 modified as illustrated in Fig. 3, if desired, to 



960119 

include an eraser 0 fitted internally in the 
operating ferrule 16 instead of the plug member 
26. Mechanical pencils of the type involved 
here commonly have erasers arranged in the 
operating ferrules, and the arrangement shown 
in Fig. 3 further illustrates the manner in which 
such pencfls may be adaPted according to the 
present invention for use in dialing telephones 
without hampering normal use of the pencil. 
The eraser 30 may be provided with a conven- 
tional metal binding 32 at ifs lower end to facili- 
tare insertion of the ferrule 16, and when in 
place the eraser 30 will provide substantially 
the saine directing function as the plug ruera- 
ber 26, as wfll be seen by comparing Figs. 2 and 3. 
The manner in which the mechanical pencil 
of the present invention may be used for dialing 
a telephone is illustrated in Fig. 4, in which the 
telephone dial is indicated at 34 formed with 
the usual series of apertures one of which is 
shown at 36. For dialing, the top end of the 
pencil barrel 2 is inserted in the aperture 36, 
the plug member 26 serving as this is done to 
direct the pencil to a generally centered posi- 
tion in the aperture 36 so that the rounded 
peripheral edge 30 of the annular collar 6 wfll 
enter and engage the aperture 36. As shown 
in Fig. 4, the annular collar 6 is formed with 
an outside diameter somewhat larger than that 
of the aperture 36 so that its rounded edge 30 
engages the periphery of the aperture 36, and 
the projecting length of the plug member 2G 
is limited so as to remain clear of the telephone 
dial base 36 during dialing. 
When the pencil is used in this manner for 
dialing, the annular collar 6 remains stationary 
with relation to the aperture 36, but rotates on 
the operating ferrule 6 so that the dialing oper- 
ation is carried out with ease and facility. While 
the pencil is thus adapted by the annular collar 
18 fitted on the operating ferrule 16 for dialing 
telephones, if will be noted that a substantial 
length of the operating ferrule 16 is stfll free 
for gripping to actuate the lead feed mechanism 
of the pencil in the usual way. The present 
invention accordingly provides a mechanical 
pencil which is particularly well adapted for 
use in dialing telephones, and which may be 
used for taking notes or the like in an ensuing 
telephone conversation, or otherwise put to nor- 
mal use as a mechanical pencil. 
I claire: 
1. A telephone dialing attachment for me- 
chanical pencfls of the type comprising a lead 
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feed mechanism housed in a barrel and actU- 
ated from an operating ferrule fitted on the top 
end of the barrel, said attachment comprising 
an operating ferrule formed with an annular 
5 groove adjacent one end, an annular collar ro- 
tatably disposed in said groove for engaging the 
apertures in a telephone dial and dialing the 
saine without operating Said ferrule, and a plug 
member fitted internally in said operating fer- 
10 rule and projecting from the end adjacent said 
groove, the projecting portion of said plug ruera- 
ber being tapered and partially overlying said 
annular collar for directing said annular collar 
into engagement with the telephone dial aper- 
15 tures. 
2. A telephone dialing attachment for me- 
chanical pencils of the type comprising a lead 
feed mechanism housed in a barrel and actu- 
ated from an operating ferrule fitted on the top 
20 end of the barrel, said attachment comprising 
an operating ferrule formed with an annular 
groove adjacent the top end thereof, an an- 
nular collar adapted for engaging the apertures 
of a telephone dial and having an internal boss 
25 disposed in said groove for mounting said collar 
rotatably on said ferrule, said internal boss being 
formed in a width extending for a major portion 
of the width of said annular collar whereby 
cocking and binding of said collar on said fer- 
30 rule is avoided while allowing said boss to be 
disposed loosely in said groove to mourir said 
collar for rotation freely on said ferrule so that 
said collar may be employed for telephone dial- 
ing without operating said ferrule, and a plug 
35 member fitted internally in said operating fer- 
rule and projecting from the top end of said 
ferrule for directing said collar into engagement 
with the telephone dial apertures. 
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